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Straight down
the middle

Delphia’s new 37-footer shows that Poland’s largest
builder is squaring up to take on the big names from
France and Germany, says David Harding

ntil recently, the vast

majority of Polish boats

imported into this country

were trailable sailers

designed for the lakes of

their native land. Poland
does have a well-established industry
building larger yachts, but few of them
have found their way to the UK under their
own names. That's partly because several
builders familiar to us in Western Europe
have contracted the production, or at least
the moulding, to yards in Poland, who have
concentrated on contract work rather than
on developing their own models.

Now, however, things are changing —and
nowhere faster than at Delphia Yachts.
Formerly known as Sportlake, builders of the
Sportina range of lake-sailers, Delphia have
also produced boats for Jeanneau, Kirie and
J-Boats among others. But the new name
signalled a new departure and the -
development of the Delphia range of cruisers,
which now includes the 29, 37 and 40.

I tested the 29 in PBO 457 and found
something different from the typical
modern production cruiser. Though not
without faults, she was pleasantly woody
down below, with few internal mouldings,
and built using relatively simple, traditional
boatbuilding techniques.

So is the 37 in the same vein? Not exactly.
Instead of the smaller Delphia’s flow-coated
inside to the hull, chunky frames and air of
honest simplicity, you find a production-
line feel typical of mass-produced boats.
The timber is mahogany instead of Polish
oak, and the accommodation is based on an
internal moulding.

This approach clearly signals Delphia’s
intention to fight the middle ground,
where decisions are based largely on the
boat’s size-to-price ratio. I had wondered
whether the Poles might take advantage of
their lower labour costs to offer, as on the
29, a competitively-priced boat with justa
hint of the feel and finish of a semi-
production alternative built by hand: they
have the joinery skills to do it. Instead
they've gone the identikit route, choosing

to tool up for volume production and
minimal fit-out time, and in so doing have
pitched themselves against some mighty
powerful rivals.

Rather than adopting a critical tone and
looking at this as a lost opportunity to offer
something distinctive, perhaps I should be
congratulating Delphia for breaking into
the mainstream and presenting what looks
like a credible alternative to boats from
Bénéteau, Jeanneau, Bavaria, Legend et al.
If that was their aim, they appear to have
succeeded. Labour rates are likely to
increase now that Poland is in the EU, and
if Delphia plan to crank their production up
to the point at which they become a major
force in European boatbuilding, maybe
that's the only way to go.

Following the fashion

From the outside, the Delphia 37 could be
part of a new range by almost any large
European production builder. She has
typically short ends, a full stern, ample

freeboard, a modern-style curvy coachroof,
a spade rudder and a choice of deep or
shallow bulbed fin keels.

If she differs anywhere, it’s in having a tad
more rake to the stem, a relatively modest,
9/10ths fractional rig that places most of
the area in the genoa and, significantly, the
option of a centreboard. The first two
features give her a more conservative
appearance than some of her plumb-
bowed, sportier-looking competitors,
and suggest a boat that's geared towards
cruising. Her sail area/displacement ratio
of 17.7 (deep fin) or 16.7 (shallow fin)
confirms this impression, as does the
traveller forward of the companionway.
Evidently she was never intended to rival
the Salona 37 or Hanse 370 in terms of
performance, even if she has a reasonably
slippery-looking hull, a finer entry than
many, and moderately light displacement
(the displacement/waterline length ratio is
125 and 136 for the deep and shallow-fin
versions respectively). Competition is likely
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